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From differentness to Integration
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Lep​rosy as an issue of disease control should not necessarily be handled in an isolated manner but rather should be of fully integrated into the general health services. It is also to be understood that the socio-economic integration of people affected by leprosy be seen in the broader context of community development. We must focus on those characteristics of leprosy affected persons similar to those of others in the community if we are to help reduce the isolation and the differences. Provisions for accessibility to infrastructures like buildings etc, providing loans and the like are indeed necessary but what is more important is to empower them to better direct their on lives and futures.

Deformities may occur even after the disease is arrested. Therefore, the strategy against leprosy must include a broad range of activi​ties to promote community education and aware​ness. Offering a job to a person who has/had leprosy may pro​vide a salary and help to achieve some sense of dignity and worth. But while workmates, family members and the wider society retain their prejudice and aversion to people affected by leprosy the task of eliminating the differentness cannot be achieved and the socio-economic integration remains still farther to achieve. Unlike the treatment of leprosy as a disease which is a medical issue, socio-economic integration of people affected by leprosy into their society is a social issue which requires to form coalitions of different specialists working together to help them to achieve their own goals. Since those goals will vary from individual to individual and from community to community no single strategy can be determined to meet those different needs. Rather we need to focus on ways of empowering people to achieve their own goals.

In the field of socio-economic rehabilitation one needs to be a facilitator rather than a doer and need to acquire skills in listening to and learning from others, to encourage and to counsel rather than just providing services. Apart from being a social issue, socio-economic integration is also a highly political issue. In any country or society when you wish to help a disempowered and dispossessed underclass to achieve its liberation, independence and dignity you may be perceived as a revolutionary and even subversive. You challenge the very assumptions of the entire society with its intolerance of persons with disabilities and its comfortable amnesia about the unseen poverty that is consigned to hidden districts of its cities and rural areas.

Working on behalf of people affected by leprosy should be undertaken with a broad alliance of partners whose goal is to help them acquire a meaningful power to change the socio-economic circumstances of their lives, to dream of a better future and work towards the realisation of that dream.
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Inclusive Education Plan set for launch next year: Arjun Singh

News extracts from disability News and Information Service, NCPEDP
A National Action Plan for Inclusive Education of Children and Youth with Disability is in its finalisation stage and would be made operational by the next academic year, Human Resource Development Minister Arjun Singh said on the eve of World Disability Day at an award ceremony in the National Capital.
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The minister said the process of consultations with experts, N.G.O.s, disability rights groups and other stakeholders on the action plan was nearing completion. It would be introduced ''most likely from the next academic year'', he later informed. Currently, the educational needs of children with disabilities are covered either in special schools or integrated mainstream schools. 

While presenting the 'Plan of Action for Inclusive Education of Children and Youth with Disabilities' in the Rajya Sabha on 21 March last, the minister had pointed out that non-specialist schools could be adapted to work with children with disabilities as per the trend worldwide. With the action plan, the Centre expects greater progress in its 'Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan'. It could also help prioritise implementation of three per cent reservation in all institutions receiving funds from the Government for persons with disabilities as provided for by the Persons with Disabilities Act 1995, the minister said.

According to disability rights activists, literacy level among the disabled population is only 49 per cent as against 65 per cent for others. An estimated six to seven per cent of India's population has one or the other form of disability, they say. Singh gave away the seventh N.C.P.E.D.P.-Shell Helen Keller awards to six individuals and four organisations which have contributed positively to the cause of employment for disabled people.
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The prestigious Shell Helen Keller Awards were given away. Arjun Singh, Human Resource Development Minister of India, was the Chief Guest at the awards ceremony held at the Federation House. The winners of this year’s Awards include six individuals and four organisations.

AIFO staff heartily Congratulates Sree Ramanamaharshi Academy for the Blind for bagging this award
AIFO International Biannual Meeting and IEC Workshop

(Held at Rome Italy from 22nd to 28th Oct 2005) - By Jayanth Y.B., CBR coordinator
A week long programme was divided in to 2 parts; first was the AIFO international congress for 2 days and second was the IEC workshop for 4 days. Both the events focused on the important issues of volunteerism, civilisation, IEC and community sensitive issues. Many individuals and organisational representatives across the world have exchanged their views on the given subjects. Mr. Jose AIFO India representative, Dr. Daisy, Dr. Manimozhi and a group of experts also shared their experiences in both the events.

 Evolution of volunteerism, philosophical values and civilization of man-kind are some of the areas focused during the first meeting. Mr. Jose also shared his experiences of serving the poor as a volunteer for nearly 2 decades. He highlighted the joy of the poor with an example of a CP child provided with a special chair and when ever he does something for the needy people. The second meeting was the IEC workshop where several sensitive issues have been presented and discussed with IEC has a main focus at work. Dr. Manimozhi facilitated different sessions on IEC by introducing the subject. CBR-sexuality, advocacy, domestic violence are some of the areas covered during the workshop.  Mr. Jose and Mr. Jayanth presented a paper on CBR and sexuality. On the last day, Participants from respective countries prepared an outline of the action plan focusing on the needs of their particular region. 

It was an interesting experience to learn more about sensitive issues of community and volunteerism at work. This opportunity has increased my knowledge about the subjects which we discussed in the workshop. Being a developmental professional in the field, I have broadened my developmental concept, philosophical values, principles and its essence in the third word countries. It was a good exposure for me where the international organisations focused their attention on the issues concerning national developmental programmes in the developing countries.  Especially, when the resources are minimum and are not fully utilised in such countries for the development of the poor and people with marginalisation.  In the process of 6 days, several concerned issues were presented by various experienced facilitators from different parts of the world and deliberated in depth. This kind of exposures will become adding strength to my profession and will improve my capacity at work. Thanks to AIFO for giving me such an opportunity, support and encouragement which has increased my confidence.
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ADOR - Making its presence felt 

Brief report of Assisi Deepti Organization for Rehabilitation, Raichur
ADOR, started in 2002 has so far surveyed 160 villages, has identified nearly 2449 PWD's and PAL's. The project is also taking care of the medications of PALs in a Leprosy colony in the target area. Through these three years, project has conducted various activities to uplift the rights of the PWD's and PAL's. The project conducts awareness programmes in the Schools, Community meeting, Parents meetings and regularly counsels PWD's and PAL's and helps them through various means to get integrated into the mainstream society. 
The project has formed 12 SHGs of persons with disability and 14 women SHG in various villages and has given them training and helping them to get benefits from other NGO's and through government schemes. Now the SHG members themselves come forward to conduct the awareness programme like Aids day, Womens day, Wall posting etc., The project has conducted different kinds of camps, sports meet, vocational training, motivating the parents of the children with disability to enrol them to the school, conducting the national celebrations, participating in the taluk and district level meetings and sports programme to provide, motivate and encourage persons with disabilities to have aids and appliances to avoid the secondary deformities. Around 500 people got benefited from the Nutrition and health camps conducted during 2005. 

The project has also conducted many integrated programmes for the welfare of PAL'S and PWD'S. Training programmes were organized in order to strengthen the women SHG and PWDs groups. Regular meetings were conducted; issues were discussed and facilitated the groups to solve their problems. Six Health camps were organized with the support of village leaders in which around 300 people got benefited.  The project has significantly noticed an attitudinal change in the people. This is strongly felt with mutual understanding and help improving among the persons with disabilities. They are also coming forward to form SHG by themselves, showing keen interest to participate in social activities like competition, celebrations etc., Resources now can be easily mobilized for CBR activities as the Community participation has increased remarkably.
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AIFO family congratulates our chairperson, Dr. Daisy for being facilitated Follereau-Damien Award by Circle of solidarity Folereau-Damien during the AIFO-ITALY workshop and Intenaltional conference held at Pescara, Italy in October 2005 . She is the first recipient to be given this award for her outstanding work in the field of leprosy.
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