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COMMUNITY-BASED REHABILITATION (CBR) AND PERSONS AFFECTED WITH LEPROSY

International Workshop, Bangkok, 21-22 February 2009
Promoted by WHO/DAR, WHO/GLP, ILEP, IDEA, National Leprosy Programme- Thailand
Background: WHO/DAR in collaboration with other UN Organisations, International and National bodies, is organising an Asia Pacific CBR Congress that will be held at Prince Palace Hotel in Bangkok (Thailand) from Wednesday 18 to Friday 20 February 2009. Apart from other issues, this congress will also discuss the draft of the new CBR Guidelines, that include a chapter on “CBR and Leprosy”.

In 2007, WHO/DAR and ILEP have jointly produced a technical guide on “Leprosy and CBR”, that is being translated into other languages such as Spanish, French and Portuguese.

Operational Guidelines for implementation of “2006-2010 Strategy for further reducing the leprosy burden and sustaining leprosy control activities” by WHO/LEP, clearly recognise the importance of CBR: “A comprehensive approach to rehabilitation is needed to maximize the benefit for the individual, family and society at large. Considering the limited availability of specialized institutional services, the World Health Organization introduced a strategy called ‘Community-Based Rehabilitation’ (CBR).”
ILEP has a long standing collaboration with WHO/LEP and different ILEP member associations are involved in CBR programmes including persons with disabilities due to leprosy. Different ILEP member associations and some of their project personnel are expected to participate in the Asia Pacific CBR congress.

CBR strategy places fundamental importance on active involvement of persons with disabilities and their organisations such as IDEA in all aspects of CBR planning, implementation and evaluation.

Keeping all of this in mind, a Post-Congress Workshop on “Leprosy and CBR” is proposed on this occasion. The proposed CBR & Leprosy workshop will be held from Saturday 21 to Sunday 22 February 2009 at Prince Palace Mahanak Hotel in Bangkok.

Rationale: The last few years have seen an acceleration in the integration of leprosy control programmes in the primary health care services.

Operational Guidelines for Global Strategy for Further Reducing the Leprosy Burden and Sustaining Leprosy Control Activities 2006 – 2010 (WHO, 2006) proposing the CBR approach underlines that, “Persons affected by leprosy, who are in need of rehabilitation, should have access to any existing (general) rehabilitation services. Similarly, where leprosy-specific rehabilitation services are available, people with other disabilities should be given access. This facilitates integration, helps to break down stigma and promotes sustainability of rehabilitation services.”

Technical Guide on Community-Based Rehabilitation and Leprosy – Meeting the rehabilitation needs of people affected by leprosy and promoting quality of life (WHO and ILEP, 2007) takes note that “... involving the family and community members is now seen as a key strategy to empower people affected by leprosy, encouraging them to play an active role in their rehabilitation, and to further reduce stigma. The central strategy of CBR is to facilitate community action to ensure that people with disabilities have same the same rights and opportunties as all other community members.”

At the International Leprosy Congress held in Hyderabad (India) in February 2008, there were numerous presentations relating to CBR approaches and leprosy affected persons, exemplifying the different attempts to integrate CBR approaches in existing leprosy projects and promoting inclusion of leprosy affected persons in CBR programmes.

It is important to promote wider use of the different learning materials already available, including the WHO/DAR and ILEP joint technical guide on “Leprosy & CBR”.

The Workshop will provide an opportunity for bringing together different participants from Asia Pacific region to share experiences, challenges and succeses, and to learn from each other.
Target group of participants:  

· Persons from leprosy programmes with an interest in disability and rehabilitation; 

· Persons from CBR programmes wishing to strengthen the involvement of leprosy affected persons in their activities
Objectives:
1) To present the experiences of mainstream CBR and discuss the implications of involvement of leprosy organisations (for example ILEP members) and leprosy programmes in CBR development
2) To understand the application of the WHO CBR Guidelines for rehabilitation development in leprosy work

3) To provide direction for the further development of CBR within leprosy programmes, ILEP and other leprosy-related services 
4) To identify ways to include CBR within leprosy work

Information about Asia Pacific CBR Congress: The Congress will be held at the Prince Palace hotel in Bangkok from 18 to 20 February 2009. A special website has been created for the Asia Pacific CBR congress at www.cbr-asiapacific.org . At this website you will find information about registration, registration fees, etc. Online registration is also possible.
If you had already registered, please reconfirm your registration and hotel booking at the congress website mentioned above latest by 26 December 2008.
If you wish to participate in the Leprosy-CBR workshop, you can make your hotel accomodation booking at Prince Palace Mahanak hotel at the above-mentioned web site.

Registration for “Leprosy-CBR” workshop: It is not necessary ot be registered for the Asia Pacific CBR Congress for participating in the Leprosy-CBR Workshop. The workshop is for limited number of participants. If you wish to participate, please fill the workshop registration form and send it to Ms. Felcita Veluri, AIFO, Italy (Fax: ++39051 – 434046), Email: felcita.veluri@aifo.it No registration fee need to be paid at present for the Leprosy-CBR workshop.
If you had already registered please reconfirm your participation by sending an email to felicita.veluri@aifo.it – if you are unable to participate according to the new dates, please send an email to inform us.
Costs for participating in Leprosy & CBR workshop: We expect a cost of 600 Baht (about 16 US dollars or 12 Euro) per day per person for covering the costs of lunch, coffee breaks and meeting room at the Prince Palace Mahanak hotel, Bangkok. All participants will be asked to pay this amount at the workshop secretariat in front of the Patcharawadee room for accessing the workshop venue.
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