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Pre-Congress Workshop: COMMUNITY-BASED REHABILITATION AND RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Prince Palace Mahanak Hotel, Bangkok, 16-17 February 2009
PATCHARAWADEE ROOM

Promoted by WHO/DAR, DPI, AIFO, IDDC, NAD

Background: WHO/DAR in collaboration with other UN Organisations, International and National bodies, is organising an Asia Pacific CBR congress that will be held at Prince Palace Mahanak hotel in Bangkok (Thailand) from 18 to 20 February 2009.

The present workshop on “CBR & Implementing the UN Convention” is proposed to organised a few days before the start of the CBR congress, on 16 and 17 February 2009, for understanding the needs of CBR programmes around this theme.

The workshop on “CBR and Implementation of UN Convention” will be held at Prince Palace Mahanak Hotel.

Rationale: Promoting active participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of community-based rehabilitation is a key principle of CBR. The new CBR guidelines also foresee close links between organizations of persons with disabilities (DPOs).

In December 2006, the new UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities (UNCRPD) was approved. This Convention came into force on 3 May 2008. Processes of ratification, implementation and monitoring of the Convention are underway in a number of countries and in some of them community-based rehabilitation programmes are playing an active role in these processes.

The past decades have also seen increasing understanding of social model of disability as well as human rights based approaches to issues. UNCRPD is a fundamental element for promoting and strengthening rights based approaches in all interventions.

Aims of the Workshop: The aims of the workshop are to discuss, share and understand:

· the challenges regarding ratification, implementation and monitoring of the UN Convention on rights of persons with disabilities through CBR programmes. 

· rights based approaches in CBR activities

· promote active participation of DPOs in decision making in CBR

· experiences, achievements, challenges related to active engagement between persons with disabilities, DPOs and CBR programmes.

Information about Asia Pacific CBR Congress: The Congress will be held at the Prince Palace Hotel in Bangkok from 18 to 20 February 2009. A special website has been created for the Asia Pacific CBR congress at www.cbr-asiapacific.org . At this website you will find information about registration, registration fees, etc. Online registration is also possible. If you wish to participate in the CBR Congress you must register yourself at this website yourself.

If you had already registered, please reconfirm your registration and hotel booking at the Congress website mentioned above latest by 26 December 2008.
If you wish to participate in the “CBR-UNCRPD” workshop, you can make your hotel accomodation booking at Prince Palace Mahanak hotel at the above-mentioned web site.

Registration for “CBR – Implementation of UN Convention” workshop: It is not necessary to be registered for the Asia Pacific CBR Congress for participating in the “CBR – Implementing the UN Convention” Workshop. The workshop is for limited number of participants. If you wish to participate, please fill the enclosed registration form and send it to Ms. Felicita Veluri, AIFO, Italy (Fax: ++39051 – 434046), Email: felcita.veluri@aifo.it
If you had already registered please reconfirm your participation by sending an email to felicita.veluri@aifo.it – if you are unable to participate according to the new dates, please send an email to inform us.
Costs for participation in CBR and UN Convention workshop: No registration fee need to be paid at present for the CBR-UN Convention workshop.

We expect a cost of 600 Baht (about 16 US dollars or 12 Euro) per day per person for covering the costs of lunch, coffee breaks and meeting room at the Prince Palace Mahanak hotel, Bangkok. All participants will be asked to pay this amount at the workshop secretariat in front of the Patcharawadee room for accessing the workshop venue.
Organisation of the Workshop on “CBR and Implementation of UN Convention”: This workshop will be coordinated by Mr. Giampiero Griffo (DPI) and Ms. Francesca Ortali (AIFO).

Workshop Secretariat: Information & Registration: Ms. Felicita Veluri, AIFO, Italy, Email: felcita.veluri@aifo.it ; Programme secretary: Dr Sunil Deepak, AIFO, Italy, Email: sunil.deepak@aifo.it 
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