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EDITOR'SCOMMENT

Globally, thedisability scenario today isat an exciting stage. After many yearsof effort,
therearemovestowardsaUN Convention on rightsof personswith disabilities, whichwill
giveagreat impetusto thefield, and which will bebinding on governmentsto protect the
rightsof their disabled citizens. At theregional level, the Asian and Pacific Decade of
Disabled Persons (1993-2002) isextended from 2003 to 2012, and followsthe Biwako
Millenium Framework for programmesfor personswith disability inthisregion. Theperiod
of 2000 - 2009 wasformally proclaimed the African Decade of Disabled Persons, while
the Arab Decadeislaunched fromthisyear. All theseinternational statementsfocuson
rightsof personswith disabilitiesandtheir inclusoninthemainstream.

The Biwako Millenium Framework, on which the other regional decade declarationsare
based, talks about an inclusive, barrier-free and rights based society for people with
disabilities. The Framework highlights seven priority areasfor action, including salf-help
organisationsof personswith disabilitiesand their families; programmesfor womenwith
disabilities; early detection, intervention and education; training and employment; access
to built environment and public transport; accessto information and communication; and
poverty aleviationthrough socia security and livelihood programmes. If onelooksat the
activitiesof community based rehabilitation programmes (CBR) in different countries, it
appearsthat the seven priority areasof the Biwako Millenium Framework areincluded,
and have been so for more than adecadein someinstances, under the purview of these
CBR programmes. The point of debate hereis. what many of these progranmesdid
achieveintermsof rightsand inclusion of personswith disabilities, having followed the
priority areasasoutlined in the Framework. No doubt many of them provided accessto
opportunities- for education, employment, information and livelihoods. Many CBR
programmeshave of lateemphas sed facilitation of saf-hel p groups, asaway of improving
community participation and ownership. Although astart has definitely been made, people
with disabilitiesin many developing countriesare ill far fromtheidea of aninclusive,
rights-based society. Perhapsonekey issuethat hasnot been sufficiently emphasisedisthe
paradigm shift from acharity-based approach to arights-based onein many programmes
for personswith disabilities, initiated by governmentsand the non-governmental sector.

Thisparadigm shift isrightly emphasised in the Biwako Millenium Framework. Withthe
Framework and other global movementsand international statementsemphasising smilar
issues, it ishoped that such ashift will occur acrossthe board. Without this shift at all
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levels, including personswith disabilities, their families, service providers, donorsand
governments, itisunlikely that thedream of arights-based, inclusive society, will beredised
intheimmediatefuture.
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