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EDITOR'SCOMMENT

The debate about poverty and disability hasbeen activefor many years, and of late many
international agencies have begun to emphasise poverty reductionintheir statementson
disability. The Joint Position Paper (2004) and the Biwako Millennium Framework (2003-
2012) recommend poverty reduction asakey strategy in policiesand services, including
community based rehabilitation, for personswith disability. Thisacknowledgesthefact
that poverty and disability canformaviciouscircle, with poverty increasing disability and
disability inturn resulting inincreased poverty. Poverty isgenerally held to beamajor
cause of impairment and disability in devel oping countries, and many kindsof impairment
aretheresult of specific diseasesor conditionsthat are preventable. On the other hand,
personswith disability arelikely to become poorer becauseimpairment or disability places
heavy demandson limited resources, and reduces accessto opportunitiesfor education or
livelihood.

Althoughitisgenerally acknowledged that disability can be acause and consequence of
poverty, itisdifficult to makegenerdisations. Therdationship between poverty and disability
iscomplex and can differ according to the context, and according to the definitions of
disability and poverty that are used. However, what isundisputed isthefact that persons
with disability are disproportionately represented among the poor, as shown by studies
from different countries. Thisunderscorestheneed for agenciesinvolvedindisability issues
to addresspoverty reduction, and for thoseinvolved in other devel opment programmesto
include personswith disability intheir activitiesfor poverty dleviation.

Theunderstanding of poverty goesbeyondincomelevels, and encompassesexclusion and
lack of power. Addressing poverty reduction would thus mean going beyond traditional
vocationd training and incomegeneration activitiesthat are commonly seenin community
based rehabilitation programmesfor personswith disability. The current world-wide
emphasison'incluson’, 'participation', and 'self advocacy' and ontherights-based gpproach
to disability brings out the need for strategiesto address different aspects of poverty
reduction.
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Over theyears, community based rehabilitation programmesin different countrieshave
demonstrated workabl e strategiesat amicro level to address poverty reduction, through
accesstolivelihood, accessto existing poverty alleviation and social security schemes,
capacity building activitiesfor personswith disability and their families, and promotion of
sf hdpgroups However, deve opment programmesfor poverty dleviation of governments
andinternationd agenciesareyet tofully include personswith disability intheir schemes.
Thereareargumentsfor inclusion (that it reduces coststo personswith disability, families,
community and governments) and against it (that disability isnot a priority in poor
communities, that itisa'specialist' and expensiveissue, that allocation of resourcesfor
preventionismore cost-effective). If disability isviewed from ahuman rightsperspective,
withthe clear understanding that personswith disability havethesameprioritiesand rights
aseveryonedseinther community, theargument againg their inclus oninthedevel opment
mainstream may not bejustified.

For poverty reduction strategiesto bemoreinclusveand effective, devel opment agencies
should consider integrating disability within the mainstream of their devel opment policy
and practiceby identifying disability asamg or cross-cutting issue. Maingtreaming disability
into devel opment would meanthat al policies, programmesand projectswould include
disability asakey issue. Community based rehabilitation programmes can be auseful
resourceto facilitate thisprocess. Personswith disability must beinvolvedinthedesign
and implementation of policies, programmesand projects. Monitoring and eval uation of
such activity should assess the impact of these policies, programmes and projectson
disability reduction, poverty reduction and empowerment of personswith disability.
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