EDITOR'S PAGE

After 6 years, it is curtains down for this newsletter and the Friday Meetings that were

held in Bangalore, on the last Friday of odd months through the year. The Friday Meetings

were a public discussion about non-institutional forms of rehabilitation, where people agreed

to disagree about differing views. When the meetings were first started, the discussants

were unused to the idea of expressing dissent in a public forum. These meetings were held

at the same venue in Bangalore at a regular interval, to explore different perspectives and

divergent opinions on disability rehabilitation. On an average, 50 people from different

walks of life attended these meetings. The deliberations from these meetings were published

later in Friday Meeting Transactions twice a year, and mailed to readers in association

with the Asia Pacific Disability Rehabilitation Journal.

These discussions primarily served as a capacity building exercise for practitioners of

community based rehabilitation around Bangalore. The discussants are now able to analyse

their methods and apply appropriate strategies better than earlier in their programmes.

However, after 6 years, the Friday Meetings have outlived their utility, because there are

many other alternatives available now for the meeting as well as the newsletter. Many of

these alternatives are also located closer to the discussants™ places of work. A survey of

opinions from the discussants at the Friday Meeting, and the readers of Friday Meeting

Transactions about the need to continue these activities, showed that a majority could

now access similar activities near their places of work, with greater ease. Hence they felt

that under the present circumstances, the Friday Meetings had lost their uniqueness, and

did not currently serve any special purpose. As a result, it was decided to close the Friday

Meetings, and the Friday Meeting Transactions which has no independent existence

without the meetings.

The participants and I thank all the individuals and groups who supported these activities

during the last 6 years.

The Editorial team wishes all our readers a Happy New Year!
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