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Some facts

There are 18000 non-governmental organisations (NGOs) registered under the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) in India. In 1997, the foreign funds received under FCRA amounted to Rs. 2760 crores, while in 1999, it increased to about Rs. 4000 crores. The states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Delhi receive the bulk of this foreign aid, while the “BIMAROU” states get only 23% of the aid. 

Despite the amounts of aid coming in, many developmental problems persist in India. For example, the rate of school drop-outs  before completion of 5th class increased from 38% in the period of 1990-95, to 48% in the period of 1995-1999. In the light of these problems,  crucial points for debate among donors include what issues to take up for funding, and what agenda the donors should follow.  In general, there seems to be agreement among donors that the key developmental issues to support in India are education, health and livelihood.

VSO in India focuses on capacity building of NGOs by sharing skills,  and donor education by networking and dissemination of evidence based good practice at the grassroots level.  In the disability field, VSO is promoting both clinical and social issues, building on good practice and emphasising advocacy.  VSO believes in paying a lot of attention to matching of needs of all stakeholders with the resources available with VSO, in an attempt to make their work more relevant to needs at the field level.
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SUMMARY OF THE DISCUSSION AT THE FRIDAY MEETING ON 25TH JANUARY 2002
The discussion focused on the need for NGOs to pay more attention to evidence based practice in their work with different client groups. It was also agreed by the group that advocacy was crucial to highlight disability issues and that NGOs also need to take up advocacy more vigorously.

