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Our Newsletter

Dear Readers:

I am very pleased to announce that the Latin-American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and Their Families will be publishing an electronic newsletter, with information about the activities promoted by RIADIS and its efforts and struggles for advocacy and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities and their families, throughout Latin America and the Caribbean.

This publication also has the purpose of announcing the network’s program of activities, as well as to disseminate our thoughts.
This newsletter, which we are inaugurating today, will also serve as an exchange and debate channel, seeking for better life conditions for PWDs in the region, by the achievement of their human rights and by sustainably advancing towards inclusive development.

We all have very important tasks ahead of us.  We are aware of how poverty and extreme poverty are terrible and loyal companions of the inmense majority of PWDs in the Latin American countries.  Considering the statistical information provided to us by the UN and the WHO, there are around 90 million PWDs living in the region, and over 70% of them live under the poverty line.  These alarming figures could be worsened due to the present global economic crisis which threatens to continue in the near future.  These worsening conditions could translate into an increasing amount of human rights violations against PWDs.

Our struggle will be to prevent such human rights violations, and, in opposition to that, achieve improvements in the disability rights situation using UN’s Convention as a powerful tool.

That is the road in which RIADIS is moving, and to which we are inviting you to move also.  Together we have to struggle in the advancement of our human rights.

Starting today, this newsletter will be another open space to share our struggles and achievements.
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Regina Atalla.

RIADIS IN ACTION/ Page 3
________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: image4.png]


   [image: image5.jpg]



To the right: The participants in RIADIS seminar held in Paraguay in July, 2008.

RIADIS CELEBRATES SEVEN SUCCESSFUL SEMINARS ABOUT THE UN CONVENTION

From April to November of 2008, RIADIS organized and held seven seminars in seven different Latin American countries, about the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  These seminars are part of a very ambitious project that is being carried out by RIADIS, which are oriented so that all the region’s countries, the national disabled people’s organizations, and other stakeholders  deepen their knowledge about this treaty, and prepare plans of action for its effective implementation.

The seven hosting countries for RIADIS’ seminars were:  Guatemala, Ecuador, Chile, Paraguay, Colombia, Peru, and Mexico.  They have been organized by RIADIS and the member organizations in each of the countries.

Objectives of the seminars

The main objectives in this broad project aimed at all Latin America are focused in deepening DPO leaders’ knowledge about the UN Convention, making it their own and using it as a useful tool for changing domestic laws (legal harmonization), and its implementation by adopting public policies, mainstreaming and making inclusive programs.

In addition, the development of these seminars, as the guidelines of RIADIS’ training project are defined, seek to promote unity and dialogue among different stakeholders (disabled people’s organizations, public institutions, NGO’s, and media) in order to achieve the effective enjoyment of disability rights in the Latin American countries.

Each seminar has also been focused in collectively constructing, together with all the national participants, guidelines for future actions, to ensure a fast ratification of the treaty and its Optional Protocol in those countries in which this procedure was, or is still, pending, and its effective implementation.

“The main purpose of RIADIS is to make things easier for the national participants and beneficiaries of our trainings.  We wish for them to make and gather imputs, and to coordinate a plan of action for them  to  influence  more effectively  in  the 
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ratification of the Convention or in its progressive and sustainable implementation”, highlighted Regina Atallah, President of RIADIS.

It is important to underline that a Declaration on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has been drafted by consensus of the participants in each one of the hosting cities of RIADIS’ seminars.

Each one of these Declarations describe its signatories, a characterization of the human rights and discrimination situation for persons with disabilities in the country, the value of the Convention and the Optional Protocol are highlighted, and the main demands are enlisted and directed to all government sectors.

Tight calendar

RIADIS’ training calendar throughout 2008 was filled with activities.

Guatemala:  April, 2008.

The first seminar programmed in the 2008 series took place during April 11 and 12, in Guatemala City’s Radisson Hotel.  It hosted 30 representatives of the different DPOs, most of them member organizations of the Coordinator of Guatemalan Disabled Peoples Organizations (COPDIGUA) which is, in turn, a member organization of RIADIS.

Julio Fretes, RIADIS’ Secretary General, and who’s been in charge of coordinating the seminars, tightly collaborated with Santiago Lucas, President of COPDIGUA.  Mr. Lucas was greatly pleased with the seminar’s results, which aimed at increasing and advancing the knowledge about the Convention, and at drafting the guidelines for a plan of action during the seminar’s second day of work.  Among the team of facilitators of this seminar was Silvia Quan, who also contributed with the organization and logistics of the event.

The days in which the seminar was held, coincided with the implementation of the 2nd Central American Conference on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the latter organized by the Inter-American Institute on Disability and Inclusive Development (IIDDI) and by Handicap International (HI).  This coincidence provided the opportunity for RIADIS, COPDIGUA, IIDDI and HI to jointly organize a very emotional ceremony in memory of former RIADIS member, Reyna Chavarría Palacios.  Over 80 persons were present at the ceremony, including Reyna’s family relatives.  During this activity, her life history was presented, highlighting Reyna as a struggling woman, committed to the rights of persons with disabilities in Latin and Central America, and her home country.

Ecuador: May, 2008.

The warm city of Guayaquil hosted RIADIS’ seminar in Ecuador.  The event took place in the Sol de Oriente Hotel, the 29 and 30 of May.  There were 85 participants, that included leaders of the disabled people’s organizations from all over the country, NGO leaders, representatives of government offices, academic institutions and members of the media.

The country’s Vice-President, Mr. Lenin Moreno, participated in the inauguration of the seminar with an opening speech and important announcements of commitments for the improvement of living conditions of persons with disabilities in Ecuador.

The seminar was jointly organized by RIADIS, the national federations of and for persons with disabilities in Ecuador, and Ecuador’s Vice-President’s office.  The local coordinator of the event was Mr. Xavier Torres, who is currently the President of the National Federation of Ecuatorians with Physical Disabilities (FENADIF), and general coordinator of the five national federations.  Four of the national federations, whose member organizations represent the visual, hearing, physical and mental disabilities, are members of RIADIS.

“We were not mistaken by being so optimistic about the organization of this learning and discussion activity:  the results were beyond what we had expected”, expressed RIADIS’ Vice-President, Victor Hugo Leon, whom also was part of the organizing team for Guayaquil’s seminar.
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 Ecuador’s Vice-President inaugurated RIADIS’s seminar held in that South American country.
Chile:  June/July, 2008.

RIADIS third seminar about the Convention took place in the city of Santiago, Chile, on June 30 and July 1, 2008.  The event was held in a conference room in the Diego Portales University, this place has also hosted many other human rights activities.

The seminar had 45 participants, originally coming from nine of the different geographical regions in Chile.  This by itself has a broad political importance, due to the geographical complexity of the Chilean region.  Travellers will have to overcome very long distances and many hours in able to reach the city of Santiago.

The seminar’s local organizing team consisted of:  Ms. María Soledad Cisternas Reyes, who is currently the Director of the Disability Legal Program at the University, by Ms. Pamela Molina, member of RIADIS Board, and by Mr. Adelmo Bórquez, member of the Auditing Comission of RIADIS.  Ms. Molina and Mr. Bórquez are both leaders of Chilean member organizations of RIADIS.

Senator Jorge Gazmuri, Chairman of the Senate’s Foreign Affairs Comission, was present during the inauguration ceremony.  He was in charge of coordinating several activities that led to the ratification of the Convention and of its Optional Protocol.  Mr. Roberto Cerri, Executive Director of the National Fund for the Disabled (FONADIS) was also present at the inauguration event.

The seminar developed in the midst of a very hopeful environment:  the participants had their minds and hearts in the possibility of the Senate voting for the ratification of the international treaty.  On the second day of the seminar, Ms. María Soledad Cisternas travelled to Valparaíso, city where the two chambers of the Senate are based.  Ms. Cisternas’ objective was to give a final lobbying effort for the Convention’s ratification, and it was achieved.

Around 6 o’clock in the afternoon of the seminar’s second day, while the final closing words of the event were being spoken, the insistent ringing of a cellphone aroused the attention of the expectant participants.  It was María Soledad calling:  Chile had ratified the Convention!

Paraguay:  July, 2008.

RIADIS’s seminar in Paraguay was held during July 3 and 4, in the Hotel Del Paraguay.  The hotel is a century old and very traditional, located in the center of Asunción.  It’s filled with memories and traditions, and its structure is characterized by its wide colonial corridors and tree-surrounded gardens.
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Néstor Giménez, Long-time disability activist, and Executive Secretary of the Paraguayan Federation for the Disabled (FEPADIS), and the architect Víctor Fleitas, the President of the Paraguayan Front for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (civil counterpart of the Parliamentary Front), both representatives of the NGO sector, were speakers during the inauguration event of the seminar.  As representatives of the government sector, the speakers were Dr. Manuel María Páez Monges, National Ombusman, and Dr. Carlos Miguel Goiburú, Secretary Public Minister.

The local organization was in charge of Mr. Julio Fretes, President of the National Coordinator of Organizations of and for Persons with Disabilities (CONAPRODIS), also the Paraguayan member organization of RIADIS.  When planning, the original list of participants included 50 representatives, but as the word spread about the event, more people and organizations requested their invitation.  However, some of the last ones to request their participation had to be turned down due to limited space and resources.

At the end, the seminar had 82 participants arriving from different parts of the city and the interior zones.  The participants included representatives of the disabled people’s organizations (physical, visual, hearing and intellectual disabilities), of the government sector, and, very important, representatives of NGOs working in advocacy for the rights of children, women and seniors.

The seminar marked an important lobbying event for the ratification of the Convention and its Optional Protocol, that was achieved only a few weeks later.

Colombia:  October, 2008.

The RIADIS seminar in Colombia was held during October 20 and 21, in a very particular place, the conference room of the Grand Station Shopping Mall, in the heart of the city of Bogota.  The difficulties in finding an accessible location, as well as affordable costs, were the factors considered by the local organizers to decide in choosing this unusual location for the development of the seminar.

This location has good accessibility conditions which makes it a place were persons with disabilities visit frequently.  In addition, the managing authority of the mall has adopted an inclusive policy for persons with disabilities, so it is a common thing to see disabled persons carrying out different productive activities, highlighting the amount of wheelchair users working as part of the security staff team in the mall.

The local organization of the seminar was in charge of the National Federation of Deaf Colombians (FENASCOL), who, together with the Colombian Federation of the Physically Disabled (FECODIF), are the Colombian member organizations of RIADIS.  The organization efforts of this seminar also had the support of Arcangeles Foundation.

Fifty persons participated in the RIADIS seminar of Colombia, most of them as representatives of the organizations of persons with hearing, visual and physical disabilities.  There were also participants with psychosocial disabilities and family relatives of persons with intellectual disabilities.  The group was a very diverse one.

The participants included not only those who live in the city, but also an important number of them travelling from 12 of the country’s rural zones.  This underlined the diversity of the participants, which was greatly valued, since the mobility of persons with disabilities in the rural areas is much more difficult.

The second day of the seminar witnessed a pleasant coincidence.  Thanks, in great manner, to the lobbying efforts of Senator Jairo Clopatopski, who is also a person with physical disability, the Colombian Senate ratified the UN Convention and its Optional Protocol.  This launched the process so that Colombia will add to the increasing number of countries in the Latin American and the Caribbean region that are already part of the treaty.
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A part of RIADIS’ seminar in Peru, that took place in the Parliament’s plaza.  Mr. Victor Hugo Leon, Vice-President of RIADIS, represented the network in this event.

Peru:  October, 2008.

The RIADIS Seminar in Peru took place in the Parliament’s plaza, located at the back of the beautiful building that is home for the country’s Congress.  The event was held during October 23 and 24, 2008.

Over 100 persons participated in the seminar, all of them representing organizations of persons with disabilities.  It was a civil society only activity.  There wer no participants from the public entities, with the exception of those who attended the inauguration event.  Among the latter group, it is important to point out the participation of some members of Congress, specially Michael Urtecho, a person with a physical disability, who was also attending the closing ceremony.

The participants included representatives of organizations of persons with visual, physical and psychosocial disabilities, as well as organizations of persons representing those with intellectual disabilities.  

An important aspect to be highlighted is the effort of the local organizers, in order to achieve a national seminar.  The organizers worked to guarantee and facilitate the participation of persons from the communities in the rural zones of the country, who made up around a third of the total of the seminar’s participants.

The local organization was in charge of the National Coordinator of Associations of Persons with Disabilities (CONAPEDIS), a RIADIS member organization, and currently chaired nby Mr. Fidel Loayza Negrón.  The organization of the seminar was coordinated by Mr. Bernabé Salazar, a member of RIADIS’ Board, with the support of Mr. Luis Miguel Del Águila, an active collaborator of RIADIS.

Mexico:  November, 2008.

The RIADIS seminar in Mexico took place in the San Francisco Hotel, located in the historic center of the capital city, held during November 20, 21 and 22.  This seminar lasted three days, differing from the previous six similar events.  The additional day was decided by RIADIS’ Board in the meeting held in the city of Sao Paulo in the month of September.  The Board decided that the seminar would last an additional day, in order to talk about the American Decade for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities.  In this sense, RIADIS’ goal is to promote the national movements of persons with disabilities to articulate implementation actions for the Convention with those for the American Decade.

Thirty persons participated during the first two days of Mexico’s seminar, while the number increased to forty on the third day of the seminar.  Most of the participants were representatives of disabled persons organizations located in seven of the thirty-one states, and of the Federal District.
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The local organization of the seminar in Mexico, like it had been in the six previous ones, was in charge of RIADIS’ Mexican member organizations.  Mr. Aurelio Hernández Trejo was the local coordinator.  The inauguration ceremony was chaired by Ms. Silvia Pavon, in representation of her late husband, Mr. Gilberto Rincón Gallardo; by Dr. Cecilia Landerreche Gómez Morín, General Director of the National System for the Integral Development of the Family (DIF); Javier Osorio Salcido, Technical Secretary of the National Council for the Disabled; Mr. Julio Fretes, representative of RIADIS; and Mr. Aurelio Hernández Trejo, member of RIADIS’ Board.

RIADIS also took a moment to organize a ceremony in memory of Mr. Gilberto Rincón Gallardo, former President of the National Council for the Prevention of Discrimination (CONAPRED), who passed away on August 30.

The seminar’s program included a round table discussion about legal capacity of persons with disabilities.  The discussion focused on a debate around the interpretative declaration of the Convention’s Article 12, made by Mexico when the treaty was ratified.  This declaration is understood as a restriction to the full exercise of that legal capacity.  The round table discussion was developed by Dr. Amalia Gamio Ríos (CONAPRED), Mr. Jesús Toledano, former member of the lower chamber of Congress representing the Federal District, and by Mr. Julio Fretes.

Organization and Methodology

“We have developed an efficient work with the organization of the seminars, reflected on the excellent results we have achieved”, pointed out Mr. Julio Fretes, who has been coordinating the efforts between RIADIS and the national member organizations.  “It has not been easy to prepare seven seminars in the different Latin American countries, in a period of nine months, and with all the amount of details that the organization has demanded.  But thanks to RIADIS’ commitment and that of its membership, we have succeeded”, highlighted the network’s Secretary General.

The seminars have been facilitated by two disability rights and the UN Convention experts:  Stefan Trömel, representing the European Disability Forum (EDF), and Luis Fernando Astorga Gatgens, Latin American Director of the Inter-American Institute on Disability and Inclusive Development (IIDDI).  Both facilitators agree that the methodology used in RIADIS’ seminars about the Convention have had good results.  The program is a simple one:  on the first day, a broad panorama of the Convention is presented, and a deeper discussion about the key issues is developed.  The idea is that the participants build their capacities on the Convention in order for them to make it their own and use it as a lobbying tool to promote changes.  On the second day of the seminar, working groups are organized.  The workshops’ main actors are all the participants, where they make their imputs and draft the conclusions in the different aspects of the implementation and the monitoring processes, and in five important topics which are defined as the introductory road to legal harmonization.  Both stages of the workshop are oriented in order to draft imputs that will later be useful for the national organizations when constructing their plan of action.  This is the general program that has been implemented in the seven seminars, with little variations between each one.

A Positive Balance and the Projections

“When organizing these seminars, RIADIS has two fundamental ideas as starting points:  one is that there is a regional strength in the fact that Latin America and the Caribbean region has already fifteen countries in which the Convention is transformed into a national law, in order to promote its implementation; and the second one is to make a big and sustainable effort so that the disabled people’s organizations build their capacities on the Convention and how to use it as a lobbhying tool”, expressed Ms. Regina Atalla.  RIADIS’ President made such an analysis, highlighting the advantages of organizing the national seminars, instead of organizing one big Latin American one.

· A regional seminar has very high costs and the impact on participants will hardly reach 30 or 40 persons.

· The approach of a regional seminar is very general, while in the national seminars, the approach and topics discussed are focused in the country’s particular situation, its problems and needs.

· The national seminars promote meeting and unity of the national organizations that are interested in implementing and monitoring the Convention.
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· The UN Convention, as well as its necessary implementation, are covered by the media in each country, consequently broadening its diffusion.

“The balance that RIADIS is having after carrying out these seven seminars is a very positive one, both in the qualitive and quantitive sense.  In regards to the latter aspect, we can say, very satisfactorily, that the seminars have benefitted 432 persons in a direct manner”, declared Ms. Atalla.  Finally, considering the good experiences of these activities, RIADIS is planning to carry out seminars in Dominican Republic, Cuba, Argentina and Uruguay during the first semester of 2009.
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RIADIS IN MEXICO:

Ceremony in Memory of Gilberto Rincón Gallardo

During the development of RIADIS’ seminar about the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Mexico, between November 20-22, a ceremony was held in memory of Mr. Gilberto Rincón Gallardo, who passed away August 30.  His legacy was that of a man who was always struggling against all forms of discrimination, and promoting human rights.  He played a key role in the opening and development of the process that led to the UN adoption of the Convention and its Optional Protocol in December 13, 2006.

Gilberto Rincón Gallardo was co-Chair of the Mexican delegation in the World Conference Against Racism, Xenophobia and Connex Forms of Intolerance, that was held in Durban, South Africa between August 31 and September 7, 2001.  He presented the proposal for the UN to open a process that would draft a broad and integral international treaty that would protect the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities.  The Conference accepted the proposal and it was included in Durban’s final plan of action.  Here forth, the Mexican delegation at the UN worked hard until the General Assembly adopted in its December 2001 meeting, the resolution 56/168, which made it possible to formally open the process for the Convention.

Due to this valuable contribution, to his unlasting struggle against discrimination that even cost his imprisonment, his commitment with human rights and the rights of person with disabilities, Gilberto Rincón Gallardo was called the father of the Convention by Don MacKay, Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee.  RIADIS is entirely in agreement with this qualification.

During the ceremony, Mr. Julio Fretes, RIADIS Secretary General, highlighted Gilberto Rincón Gallardo’s struggle against discrimination and for the advancement of disability rights, both as a Mexican and as a Latin American.  The ceremony closed with Mr. Fretes handing an acknowledgement token to Ms. Silvia Pavón de Rincón, who gave a few final words of gratitude to the ceremony promoted by RIADIS.

Thank you Don Gilberto!
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Latin America well represented In the Convention’s Committee

The first Conference of States parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities elected two well known Latin American persons to become part of the Committee:  María Soledad Cisternas of Chile, and Xavier Torres of Ecuador.

In accordance to Article 40 of the Convention, the States parties held their first Conference early in November.  The Conference elected the twelve members of this important monitoring mechanism that will be in charge of overlooking the Conventions compliance.

The Latin American countries presented several candidates, some of them very good ones, like Julio Fretes from Paraguay, and Ricardo Tadeo from Brazil.  However, only María Soledad Cisternas and Xavier Torres got enough votes to become part of the Committee.  This organ will begin its work in 2009.

RIADIS publicly congratulates María Soledad and Xavier.  We are sure that, due to their long and committed work in the disability rights field, their great knowledge and experience in this topic, they will play an important role in this Committee.  We will give them both all our support, so that their work will ensure the Convention be complied with, both at an international level and in all countries that have already ratified it, and in those where it will be ratified.

Unity and common actions for an inclusive and accessible Latin America!

Nothing about us, without us!
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María Soledad Cisternas of Chile and Xavier Torres of Ecuador are the two proud Latin American representatives in the UN Convention’s Committee
RIADIS Organized International Conference 

On the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

RIADIS organized and carried out an international conference on the rights of persons with disabilities in the city of Sao Paulo, Brazil, between September 8 and 10.  The main purpose was to strengthen coordination and unity within the Latin American and Caribbean region.  The focus was the advancement in topics such as poverty and disability, disability rights and non-discrimination related to disability.  All the region’s organizations of persons with disabilities, including those affiliated to the international DPOs that are part of IDA, were invited to be part of this international conference.  Other invitations were made to international NGO’s and agencies that have been interested and closely following the advancements in the disability rights area in the Latin American and Caribbean region.
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The participants to the conference included representatives of the Latin American Federation of the Deaf, the Latin American Federation of the Deafblind, Inter-American Inclusion, and the Latin American Blind Union.  There were also representatives of the United Nations’ Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights, the Technical Secretariat for the OAS Decade’s Program of Action, the Inter-American Foundation, Handicap International, Brazil’s CORDE, SHIA, Arcangeles Foundation, and others.

The motto and idea behind the conference was “Building together a more accessible and inclusive Latin American and Caribbean region”.  The meeting was organized, taking advantage of the momentum provided by the international entry into force of the UN Convention, as well as the fastly increasing number of ratifications of the States in the region.  The meeting also seeked to strengthen links with the OAS anti-discrimination Committee, and to promote actions that will have a deeper impact within the American Decade for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities.  One of the meeting’s results was a declaration containing the common contributions and the commitment to continue with the unified work.

“This Latin American and international conference created an appropriate atmosphere for dialogue, understanding and promotion of common actions among regional and international stakeholders.  Together they will guide efforts for the effective advancement of the rights of persons with disabilities, using the UN Convention as basis for their activities”, expressed RIADIS’ President, Regina Atalla.  “We hope that as result of this first exchange meeting, there will be a development of actions that will contribute to the struggle against discrimination, exclusion and poverty in our region”, concluded Atalla.

Opportunities for advancing the rights 
of persons with disabilities in Latin America

By Regina Atalla 

Since December 13, 2006, persons with disabilities from all over the world have a valuable tool for the advocacy, protection and promotion of our rights. On that date, the UN General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

It is important to remember that from its genesis and during the processes of negotiation, signing and ratification, Latin American and Caribbean countries have not only been present but have also had a significant role.

The most visible part of the process occurred when, in Durban, South Africa, the distinguished and well-known Mexican advocate Gilberto Rincón Gallardo presented the initiative to open the negotiation process for a disability rights treaty, which was supported and included in the Durban Plan of Action. It was Mexico who, through its concerted efforts, secured the approval of Reso​lution 56/168 which launched the successful beginning of the drafting process and made possible the adoption of this international treaty.

It was another Latin American man, the Ecuatorian Luis Gallegos Chiriboga who chaired the negotiations in the Ad Hoc Committee (AHC) and who had the courage to support an initiative to allow the unprecedented participation of civil society, particularly disabled persons’ organizations (DPOs), in the negotiations. The Latin American and Caribbean Group (GRULAC) also had outstanding participation during the negotiations, under the active direction of the Costa Rican Jorge Ballestero who served on the AHC Bureau.

At the civil society level, DPOs in the Latin American region were actively engaged in a remarkable collaboration, sharing information and developing proposals, particularly through the “disability and human rights” (“Discapacidad y Derechos Humanos”) email list. The thou​sands of messages sent and received via this list confirm its success.

Another invaluable initiative was known as “Proyecto Sur.” It was promoted by the Inter-American Institute on Disability (IID) and Handicap International, and made it possible for an important number of disability leaders from the Global South, 
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mainly from Latin America, to participate and influence the two last sessions of the Ad Hoc Committee. RIADIS – the Latin American Network of Non-governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and their Families – benefited from this initiative as many of the participants were leaders of the network or from national member organizations within RIADIS. This effort, plus other capacity building initiatives during the process or after the treaty’s adoption, have allowed the solid positioning of RIADIS regarding the promotion and implementation of the treaty, as well as influencing the signing and ratification. 

The high number of Latin American and Caribbean states that have ratified the CRPD (and the Optional Protocol also) — 14 of the current 41 States Parties — is related to the efficient and sustained efforts of RIADIS members, as well as those of other national and regional organiza​tions. This achievement is expected to grow with the addition of more States Parties from the region, but we shall not forget that the real and challenging task is still about to start.

Now it is critical to make this international law into domestic regulation; the clue is to change our countries’ discriminatory laws to be in line with the treaty (legal harmo​nization) and convert the CRPD into inclusive and progressive plans, public policies and actions for im​proving the quality of life of persons with disabilities.

Implementation is the current focus on RIADIS’ agenda. Currently, in 2008 we are developing information materials on the Convention, looking not just to raise awareness of the CRPD, but to have a real influ​ence by making persons with dis​abilities and other stakeholders feel that the Convention is their own, as an instrument to influence changes in domestic regulations and in the design of inclusive policies that guar​antee the effective realization of the rights of persons with disabilities. 

For this purpose, RIADIS has organized eight national seminars in the same number of Latin American countries: Guatemala, Ecuador, Chile, and Paraguay (completed already); and Colombia, Peru, Mexico and Dominican Republic (scheduled for the third quarter of 2008). The first four seminars have benefited 250 persons and we expect the upcoming seminars will benefit a higher number, because in two countries they will be broadcast via television. RIADIS will continue this education campaign in 2009, through seminars in other countries and its IV Conference focused on treaty implementation.

RIADIS promotes these impor​tant activities because it is convinced that capacity building on the human rights of persons with disabilities is a key element in training the disability community to effectively influence the realization of the Convention, especially for the millions that are subject to poverty, discrimination and exclusion. 

For RIADIS, it is very important to undertake all of this work in alli​ance with regional DPOs. Therefore, under this principle and purpose, RIADIS held, with great success, the International Conference on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities “Building Together a more Accessible and Inclusive Latin American and Caribbean Region” where all re​gional organizations as well as international stakeholders were invited, including the UN High Commis​sioner on Human Rights, the OAS Decade Secretariat, international NGOs and cooperation agencies. The event took place in Sao Paulo, Brazil, from September 8-10, 2008. This inspiring event reaffirmed the unifying spirit and interest in supporting Latin American efforts to advance the CRPD obligations, and to take advantage of the opportuni​ties offered by the American Decade. These goals are all reflected in the “Sao Paulo Declaration”, which was adopted at the end of the conference.  It is important to mention that at this moment, RIADIS also announced its commitment to participate in the World Social Forum, that will take place in Belem Do Para, Brazil, in January, 2009, to present the disability rights topic and make international alliances with other social movements.

It is also important to highlight the task that has been carried out by RIADIS regarding the Inter-American Convention for the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities, and other OAS organs.  We have to recall that thanks to an intensive and efficient international campaign promoted by RIADIS (between February-May, 2006), OAS Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza, finally convened the anti-discrimination Committee to be created by the treaty.  It was finally possible to hold the first meeting in Panama between February-March, 2007.  RIADIS participated in this meeting.
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In the same manner, RIADIS worked in order to participate in the Committee’s second meeting, held between July-August, 2008, in Brasilia.  Before the meeting, RIADIS promoted an intensive advocacy task through the “disability and human rights” (discapacidad y derechos humanos) email list, and as a result, a letter was sent to OAS’ Secretary General Insulza, advocating for a broader participation of civil society in these meetings, and financial support to make such participations possible.  RIADIS participated in the meeting, represented by its President, Regina Atalla, and its Vice-President, Victor Hugo Leon, both developing an outstanding work by promoting the reform of the Committee’s ruling, guaranteeing the participation of civil society, specially DPOs, in this OAS’ Committee.

On the otherhand, it is necessary to underline the influence that RIADIS had in the declaration of the OAS decade for persons with disabilities, first at the Ibero-American Summit (where RIADIS advocated successfully for the approval of the Ibero-American Year for Persons with Disabilities 2004), and later in OAS.  The American Decade for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities is a shared success among RIADIS and The Peruvian DPOs which gave a decisive impact in the American Summit held in Mar del Plata.  RIADIS has had an important role in the drafting of the American Decade’s plan of action.  Its main contents were proposed by RIADIS, and they were constructed through a broad and democratic consultation and exchange of ideas through the “disability and human rights” email list.

Lastly, it is important to note the Meeting of Portuguese-Speaking Countries on the UN Convention, which took place in Santos, Bra​zil, from September 11-14, 2008. RIADIS participated actively in this event, which served as a collabora​tive South-South bridge in the Latin American region, headed by Brazil, African Countries and East Timor.

All this political and training activities have been possible for RIADIS thanks to resources provided by international cooperation agencies.  Even though they are scarce, they have been taken advantage of in order to cover many needs and challenges.  RIADIS motto has always been to multiply instead of adding up.

Through its actions, RIADIS wants to underline the idea that if persons with disabilities via their organizations were the protagonists in the treaty development, we must excel in its effective implementation.  In the same way, RIADIS has seeked to take advantage of all the opportunities in the Inter-American system to struggle against discrimination and for disability rights.

RIADIS’ inspiration is the conviction that “It’s possible to construct and inhabit another world, accessible and inclusive!”

