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UN CRPD and evolution of 
CBR

By Giampiero Griffo

DPI World Executive

member of EDF

Disabled Peoples’ International-DPI

• Cross-disability organization 
• 135 National Assembly members 
• 6 Regional Organisation (Africa, Arab countries, 

Asia-Pacific, Europe, North-America & Caraibic, 
South America)

• Consultative Status to all international Bodies 
(UN, WHO, ILO, Council of Europe, UE, etc.)

www.dpi.org



2

DPI-Europe 3

Condition of PwD in the world

650 millions of 
Persons with
disabilities

3.5.2008 Entry in force of UN Convention 
on the rights of PwD :

Higher recognition of the rights of PwD
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Very speed process of ricognition 
of the rights

• First document UN (1971)

• World year of handicapped persons  (1981)

• World Action Programme (1982-1992)

• Standard Rules (1993)

• Convention on the rights of persons with 
disabilities (2006)
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The contents of the UN 
Convention will be the base 

of intervention in all countries

Article 1 - Purpose

The purpose of the present Convention is to 
promote, protect and ensure the full and equal 

enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to 

promote respect for their inherent dignity.

What impact with disability 
policies?

• Human rights approach
– Change of framework: from the  medical model 

to the human rights model of disability

– Rethinking care and policies
– Mainstreaming disability in all policies
– Involvement of PwD in the decisions
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Change of framework

• From Medical Model 
of Disability  ��� �

• To Social Model of Disability 
based on Human rights 
approach

Medical Model           Human Rights Model 

• PwD are ill, invalid

• Treatment is 
recovery and 
protection 

• The PwD need to be 
segregated

• Prevalent 
competences for 
PwD are medical

• PwD are citizen with 
different abilities

• PwD live 
discrimination & lack 
of equal opportunity

• Treatment is social 
inclusion

• All society is competent
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CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS 
OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
ARTICLE 3 - GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
• The principles of the present Convention shall be:
• (a) Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy 

including the freedom to make one’s own choices, and 
independence of persons;

• (b) Non-discrimination;
• (c) Full and effective participation and inclusionin society;
• (d) Respect for difference and acceptance of disability as 

part of human diversityand humanity;
• (e) Equality of opportunity;
• (f) Accessibility;
• (g) Equality between men and women;
• (h) Respect for the evolving capacities of childrenwith 

disabilities and respect for the right of children with 
disabilities to preserve their identities.

DPI-Europe 12



7

Examples of discrimination in Italy
Ordinary PwD

Rate of 

unemployment 6,5% 75,0%

Rate of 54/46 36/64

unemployment 

of women

Access to trains 100% <10%

Discrimination is the different 
treatment without justification
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UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Article 5 – Equality and non discrimination

• 1. States Parties recognize that all persons are equal before 
and under the law and are entitled without any discrimination to
the equal protection and equal benefit of the law. 

• 2. States Parties shall prohibit all discrimination on the basis 
of disability and guaranteeto persons with disabilities equal and 
effective legal protection against discrimination on all grounds. 

• 3. In order to promote equality and eliminate discrimination, 
States Parties shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that 
reasonable accommodation is provided.

• 4. Specific measures which are necessary to accelerate or 
achieve de facto equality of persons with disabilities shall not
be considered discrimination under the terms of the present 
Convention.
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Equal opportunities
(Standard rules)

• “24. To realize ’"equal opportunities" means to make 
possible the process through which the different societies 
and different environments, as well as the services, 
activities, information and documentation, are rendered 
accessible to all, especially to persons with disability.

• 25. The principle of equality of rights implicates that the 
needs of each person and of all individuals are of equal 
importance, that these needs must become the foundation 
for the planning of societyand that all the resources are 
committed in such a way toassure that each individual 
has the same opportunity to take part.
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Equal opportunities
(Standard rules)

• 26. Persons with disability are members of society and have 
the right to stay within their community.  They should 
receive the support they need within ordinary structures for 
education, health, the commitment and welfare services.  

• 27. When persons with disability acquire equal rights, they 
should have equal duties.  When these rights have been 
acquired, society should increase their expectations towards 
persons with disability.  As part of the process for equal 
opportunities, we should see to it that, persons with 
disability take on their full responsibility as members of 
society. 

The Condition of PwD

The disability condition is 
both cause and effect of 
poverty
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Poverty and PwD

• Poverty for economic and social 
condition: lack of economic resources , 
degradated conditions (health, food, 
igienic, social, etc.)

• POVERTY OF RESOURCES

Poverty and PwD

Poverty for social impoverishment: 
obstacles and barriers for access to 
rights, unequal and discriminated 
treatment, more cost to enjoy goods 
and services, etc. 

• POVERTY OF RIGHTS
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Poverty and PwD

Economic poverty and social condition +

Poverty for social impoverishment          =

• POVERTY OF SOCIAL RECOGNITION 

• Social Exclusion

DPI-Europe 22

Poverty and PwD

Poverty of knowledge in the society on the 
persons with disabilities condition

Lack of capacity to guarantee respect of 
Human rights for PwD in all area of society

• POVERTY OF  COMPETENCES

• POVERTY OF SOLUTIONS
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The Condition of PwD

Societies’ low regard for 
the abilities of persons 
with disabilities has 
resulted in 
discrimination and 
stigma attached to 
disability which pose 
great barriers in their 
participation in 
economic, cultural, 
political and social life

DPI-Europe 24

The Condition of PwD

• PwD are discriminated citizen 
and live conditions of lack of 
equal opportunity

• PwD meet obstacles and 
barriers to social participation

• PwD = INVISIBLE CITIZEN
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Definition of disability 
into UN Convention 

• “disability results from the interaction 
between persons with impairments and 
attitudinal and environmental barriers that 
hinders their full and effective participation 
in society on an equal basis with others”
(preamble) 

DPI-Europe European Disability Forum

Health ConditionHealth Condition
(disorder/disease)(disorder/disease)

International Classification of Functioning 
Disability and Health - ICF

WHO 2001WHO 2001

Environmental & Environmental & 
socialsocial

FactorsFactors

PersonalPersonal

FactorsFactors

Functions and Functions and 
body structuresbody structures

(impairement(impairement))

ActivitiesActivities
((Limitation)Limitation)

ParticipationParticipation
(Restrinction)(Restrinction)
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International Classification of 
Functioning Disability and Health - ICF

• The condition of persons with specific 
characteristics depend from social and 
individual factor (barriers), 

• Disability is a social relationship, producing 
restriction of participation of PwD

• Disability is an ordinary condition of all 
human being

Community based Rehabilitation - CBR

• CBR is a strategy of local community development, 
based on respect of Human rights of all members, 
organizing habilitation and rehabilitation services to 
garantee equal opportunity and social inclusion of 
PwD

• CBR is building by an inclusive development 
strategy, with direct participation of PwD, their
families and all member of communities, removing
barriers and obstacles and deleting discrimination in 
all society and creating adequate services and 
programmes particular in the area of health, 
education, employment and social services.
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GOAL: HUMAN RIGHTS ~ SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPEMNT ~ P OVERTY REDUCTION 

COMMUNITY BASED 
REHABILITATION (CBR)

HEALTH

PROMOTION

PREVENTION

PRIMARY & 
SECONDARY 

CARE

TERTIARY CARE/
REHABILITATION

EDUCATION

EARLY 
CHILDHOOD

DEVELOPMENT

NON-FORMAL

FORMAL 
INCLUDING 
PRIMARY

SECONDARY 
AND HIGHER

LIVELIHOOD

SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT

INCOME 
GENERATION

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPOWERMENT

SELF-HELP 
GROUPS

DISABLED 
PEOPLE'S

ORGANIZATION
S

SOCIAL
MOBILISATION

POLITICAL 
LOBBYING

SOCIAL

LEGAL
PROTECTION

CULTURE
RELIGION & 

ARTS

SPORTS 
RECREATION &

LEISURE

RELATIONSHIP
MARRIAGE &

FAMILY

ASSISTIVE
DEVICES

LIFE-LONG 
LEARNING

SOCIAL
PROTECTION

LANGUAGE & 
COMMUNICATION

PERSONAL 
ASSISTANCE

PRINCIPLES:    PARTICIPATION ~ INCLUSION ~ SUSTAINIBILITY ~ SELF ADV OCACY

Community based Rehabilitation - CBR

• Local Community is responsible of 
inclusive development

• Rehabilitation of PwD is not only a 
medical issue, but include 
empowerment

• It is possible taking account of disability 
issue in developping local services
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DPI-Europe European Disability Forum

Human DiversityHuman Diversity

Convention on the rights of persons with 
disabilities (UN, 2006)

Environmental & Environmental & 
social factorssocial factors

ImpoverishmentImpoverishment

Personal Personal 
factorsfactors

EmpowermentEmpowerment

Functions and Functions and 
body structuresbody structures

(characteristics(characteristics ))

ActivitiesActivities
(Limitation & (Limitation & 

Discrimination)Discrimination)

ParticipationParticipation
(Restrinction & (Restrinction & 

Inclusion)Inclusion)

Convention on the right of persons with 
disabilities and ICF

• Functional limitation is part of Human Diversity

• Disability is a social relationship, affecting 
Human Rights of PwD

• Society is responsible to include in  development 
decision the respect and monitoring all member 
rights, throught direct participation in decision 
affecting their rights
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Convention on the right of persons with 
disabilities and CBR

• Empowerment of PwD is a process of direct 
participation of excluded people in decision 
affecting their rights 

• All local services need to be based on 
Human Rights approach

• Society is responsible to build re-habilitation
and habilitation services for PwD

DPI-Europe 34

UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Article 26 – Habilitation and rehabilitation

• 1. States Parties shall take effective and appropriate measures, 
including through peer support, to enable persons with disabilities to 
attain and maintain maximum independence, full physical, mental,
social and vocational ability, and full inclusion and participation in all 
aspects of life. To that end, States Parties shall organize, strengthen and 
extend comprehensive habilitation and rehabilitation services and 
programmes, particularly in the areas of health, employment, education 
and social services, in such a way that these services and programmes:

• (a) Begin at the earliest possible stage, and are based on the 
multidisciplinary assessment of individual needs and strengths;

• (b) Support participation and inclusion in the community and all 
aspects of society, are voluntary, and are available to persons with 
disabilities as close as possible to their own communities, including in 
rural areas.
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DPI-Europe 35

���������	�	�

Habilitate

Read with closed eyes

Move without walking

Communicate without speaking

Living with open heart
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DPI-Europe 37

���������	�	�


��
��	�

Habilitate all 
professionals & 

politicians

Condition of PwD in the world

82% live in 
developping 
countries

(about 530 
millions, 5/12of 
the poor 
population)

�

��� ��	

����	

����
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Condition of PwD in the world

The majority

of PwD

lives in

rural area
�

��� ��	

����	

����

Condition of PwD in the world

Only 2% receives services or support
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Condition of PwD in the world

98% children with 

disabilities

not have access

to a formal

education

DPI-Europe 42

UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Article 4 – General obligations

1. States Parties undertake to ensure and promote the full realization 
of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all persons with 
disabilities without discrimination of any kind on the basis of 
disability. To this end, States Parties undertake:
(a) To adopt all appropriate legislative, administrative and 
other measures for the implementation of the rightsrecognized in 
the present Convention;

(b) To take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to 
modify or abolish existing laws, regulations, customs and practices 
that constitute discrimination against persons with disabilities;

(c) To take into account the protection and promotion of the 
human rights of persons with disabilities in all policies and 
programmes;
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UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Article 4 – General obligations

(d) To refrain from engaging in any act or practice that is 
inconsistent with the present Convention and to ensure that public 
authorities and institutions act in conformity with the present 
Convention;

(e) To take all appropriate measures to eliminate 
discrimination on the basis of disability by any person, organization 
or private enterprise;

5. The provisions of the present Convention shall 
extend to all parts of federal states without any 
limitations or exceptions.

UN Convention must be 
implemented in

Rural area and
local community
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UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Rural area and community references

Preamble
(m) Recognizingthe valued existing and potential contributions made by persons

with disabilities to the overall well-being and diversity of their communities, 
and that the promotion of the full enjoyment by persons with disabilities of 
their human rights and fundamental freedoms and of full participation by 
persons with disabilities will result in their enhanced sense of belonging and 
in significant advances in the human, social and economic development of 
society and the eradication of poverty,

(w) Realizingthat the individual, having duties to other individuals and to the 
community to which he or she belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for 
the promotion and observance of the rights recognized in the International Bill 
of Human Rights,

DPI-Europe 46

UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Rural area and community references

Article 9 - Accessibility
1. To enable persons with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in 

all aspects of life, States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure to 
persons with disabilities access, on an equal basis with others, to the physical 
environment, to transportation, to information and communications, including 
information and communications technologies and systems, and to other facilities 
and services open or provided to the public, both in urban and in rural areas.
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UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Rural area and community references

Article 19 - Living independently and being included in the community

States Parties to this Convention recognize the equal right of all persons with 
disabilities to live in the community, with choices equal to others, and shall 
take effective and appropriate measures to facilitate full enjoyment by persons 
with disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and participation in the 
community, including by ensuring that:

(a) Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose their place of 
residence and where and with whom they live on an equal basis with others 
and are not obliged to live in a particular living arrangement;

(b) Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-home, residential 
and other community support services, including personal assistance 
necessary to support living and inclusion in the community, and to prevent 
isolation or segregation from the community;

(c) Community services and facilities for the general population are
available on an equal basis to persons with disabilities and are responsive to 
their needs.
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UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Rural area and community references

Article 23 - Respect for home and the family
5. States Parties shall, where the immediate family is unable to care for a child 

with disabilities, undertake every effort to provide alternative care within the 
wider family, and failing that, within the community in a family setting.



25

DPI-Europe 49

UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Rural area and community references

24 - Education
1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to education. With a view to 

realizing this right without discrimination and on the basis of equal opportunity, States 
Parties shall ensure an inclusive education system at all levels and life long learning 
directed to:

(a) The full development of human potential and sense of dignity and self-worth, and the 
strengthening of respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and human diversity; 

(b)The development by persons with disabilities of their personality, talents and creativity, 
as well as their mental and physical abilities, to their fullest potential;

(c) Enabling persons with disabilities to participate effectively in a free society.

2. In realizing this right, States Parties shall ensure that: (…)

(b)Persons with disabilities can access an inclusive, quality and free primary education and 
secondary education on an equal basis with others in the communities in which they live; 
(…)

3. States Parties shall enable persons with disabilities to learn life and social development 
skills to facilitate their full and equal participation in education and as members of the 
community.
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UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Rural area and community references

Article 25 - Health
States Parties recognize that persons with disabilities have the right to the enjoyment 

of the highest attainable standard of health without discrimination on the basis of 
disability. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure access for 
persons with disabilities to health services that are gender-sensitive, including 
health-related rehabilitation. In particular, States Parties shall: (…)

(c) Provide these health services as close as possible to people’s own communities, 
including in rural areas; 
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UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Rural area and community references

Article 26 - Habilitation and rehabilitation
1.States Parties shall take effective and appropriate measures, including 

through peer support, to enable persons with disabilities to attain and 
maintain maximum independence, full physical, mental, social and vocational 
ability, and full inclusion and participation in al l aspects of life. To that end, 
States Parties shall organize, strengthen and extend comprehensive 
habilitation and rehabilitation services and programmes, particularly in the
areas of health, employment, education and social services, in such a way that 
these services and programmes: (…)

(b) Support participation and inclusion in the community and all 
aspects of society, are voluntary, and are available to persons with disabilities 
as close as possible to their own communities, including in rural areas.

Maistreaming disability
in all local policies

Mainstreaming is not only a 
methodology, but is a content 

of policies
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Maistreaming disability
in all policies

Include disability issues in 
policies means know the levels 
of lack of equal opportunities 

and discrimination that 
persons with disabilities live

DPI-Europe 54

Change approach on collecting data 
on disability

• From statistics  based only on health 
condition, pensions and benefit ��� �

• to data on level and quality of 
participation, enjoy rights and promote 
social inclusion
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CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Article 31 - Statistics and data collection
• 1. States Parties undertake to collect appropriate information, 

including statistical and research data, to enable them to 
formulate and implement policies to give effect to the present 
Convention. The process of collecting and maintaining this 
information shall: 

• (a) Comply with legally established safeguards, including 
legislation on data protection, to ensure confidentiality and 
respect for the privacy of persons with disabilities; 

• (b) Comply with internationally accepted norms to protect 
human rights and fundamental freedoms and ethical principles of 
statistics.

• 2. Theinformation collected in accordance with this article shall 
be disaggregated as appropriate and used to help assess the 
implementation of States Parties’ obligations under the present 
Convention, and to identify and address the barriers faced by 
persons with disabilities in exercising their rights.

• 3. States Parties shall assume the responsibility for the 
dissemination of these statistics and ensure their accessibilityto 
people with disabilities and others.
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CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Article 33 – National implementation and monitoring

• 1. States Parties, in accordance with their system of 
organization, shall designate one or more focal points within 
government for matters relating to the implementation of 
the present Convention, and shall give due consideration to 
the establishment or designation of a coordination 
mechanism within government to facilitate related action in 
different sectors and at different levels.

• 2. States Parties shall, in accordance with their legal and 
administrative systems, maintain, strengthen, designate or 
establishwithin the State Party, a framework, including one 
or more independent mechanisms, as appropriate, to 
promote, protect and monitor implementation of the 
present Convention. When designating or establishing such 
a mechanism, States Parties shall take into account the 
principles relating to the status and functioning of national 
institutions for protection and promotion of human rights.

• 3. Civil society, in particular persons with disabilities and 
their representative organizations, shall be involved and 
participate fully in the monitoring process.
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Convention introduce new items 
in CBR strategy

• From the need of PwD to the rights: Human 
rights respect (non discrimination, equal 
treatement, reasonable accomodation)

• Strong participation of DPOs in the local 
development decision

• Habilitation and rehabilitation services
• System of monitoring and implementation

To support this strategy in CBR 
we need

• Empower knowledge and competences of 
DPOs on UN Convention

• Engaged local authorities to support and 
implement UN Convention at local level

• Develop participatory instruments of DPOs
in local development decisions

• Develop instrument and methodology to 
monitoring and implement UN Convention 
at local level
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Inclusive Development

• Include “social issues” into development  

• Building a development respecting human 
rights of all citizen

• Development of an inclusive society based 
on an inclusive economy (nobody escluded)

Main goal of Human Rights strategy

SOCIAL 
INCLUSION
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Insertion, Integration, Inclusion…

• Inclusion is a complex process to transform 
rules, aptitudes, behavior

• Inclusion needs instruments of participation 
and appropriate policies based on 
mainstreaming actions

Social Inclusion

• Inclusion is a right based on full 
participationof PwD in all fields of lifeon 
equal base by the others,without 
discriminations, respecting dignity and 
valorising human diversity, throught
appropriate interventions, removing barriers 
and prejudicesandsupport participation
based on mainstreaming policieswith the 
goal to live in local communities
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Inclusion is effective only
with direct participation of

excluded and discriminated Persons

UN Convention on the rights of PwD
Article 4 – General Obligations

• 3. In the development and implementation 
of legislation and policies to implement the
present Convention, and in other decision-
making processes concerning issues relating 
to persons with disabilities, States Parties 
shall closely consult with and actively 
involvepersons with disabilities, including 
children with disabilities, through their 
representative organizations. 
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Social inclusion

=

Inclusive development

Nothing about us
without us

We are really 
experts 

on our own life

Hamburg declaration

“enable people and 
communities to 
take control of 
their destiny and 
society”
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Support theValue

of human diversity

Saharawi Marathon 2008
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Saharawi Marathon 2008
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Inclusive and participative Societies

• Right to be different

• Difference to be right
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