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WomenWomen and and HumanHuman

RightsRights

Natalia da Natalia da GraçaGraça MarçalMarçal

PresidentePresidente da ARPAL da ARPAL –– AngolaAngola

(IDEA in Angola)(IDEA in Angola)
Association for the Association for the ReinsertionReinsertion of People of People AffectedAffected by by LeprosyLeprosy

IntroductionIntroduction

�� FreedomFreedom, justice and , justice and peacepeace in the world, in the world, 

isis basedbased on the recognition of on the recognition of dignitydignity, and , and 

equalequal right of  right of  eacheach membermember of the of the humanhuman

familyfamily
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In In AfricaAfrica

�� WomenWomen have no have no humanhuman rightsrights in in AfricaAfrica!!

�� Men are Men are heardheard, not , not womenwomen

�� WomenWomen suffersuffer injustice and discriminationinjustice and discrimination

�� TheyThey strivestrive to to raiseraise and and educateeducate theirtheir childrenchildren

�� TheyThey bowbow theirtheir headhead and and acceptaccept all humiliation all humiliation 

imposedimposed on on themthem

�� TheyThey easilyeasily givegive reasonreason to to men’smen’s arguementsarguements!!

WomenWomen affectedaffected by by leprosyleprosy suffersuffer eveneven

more more prejudiceprejudice thanthan otherother womenwomen

�� In Angola In Angola wewe createdcreated an Association for an Association for 
the the IntegrationIntegration of people of people affectedaffected by by 
LeprosyLeprosy toto

�� Encourage, Encourage, 

�� BringBring hopehope

�� DevelopDevelop solidaritysolidarity

�� ARPAL stands for ARPAL stands for 

�� «« A world of justice A world of justice withwith love and love and 
withoutwithout leprosyleprosy »»
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Story of SuzanaStory of Suzana

�� BecauseBecause sheshe hadhad leprosyleprosy, , sheshe waswas expelledexpelled fromfrom
herher house and house and abandonedabandoned by by herher husbandhusband..

�� SheShe waswas heardheard and and receivedreceived fromfrom ARPAL a ARPAL a smallsmall
fundfund to to startstart sellingselling fruit and fruit and nutsnuts..

�� WithWith the the savingssavings sheshe waswas able to able to paypay rentrent, , feedfeed
herher childchild and and herselfherself..

�� The The husbandhusband thenthen wantedwanted to come back and to come back and sheshe
toldtold himhim , «, « No, No, thankthank youyou!! »»

�� SheShe becamebecame able to face the challenges of life able to face the challenges of life 
withwith herher ownown strengthstrength and and herher headhead raised.raised.

ConclusionConclusion

�� In Angola In Angola todaytoday womenwomen affectedaffected by by 

LeprosyLeprosy have a place have a place wherewhere::

�� TheyThey have a have a voicevoice

�� TheyThey taketake part in part in decisiondecision makingmaking

�� TheyThey exerciseexercise theirtheir rightsrights as as citizenscitizens and and 

as as humanhuman beingsbeings
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ConclusionConclusion

�� WomenWomen todaytoday needneed to to raiseraise theirtheir headhead, , 
taketake action and action and speakspeak out in a spirit ofout in a spirit of
fraternityfraternity and and solidaritysolidarity

�� WomenWomen cancan do do everythingeverything!!

�� WithWith love and justice,  love and justice,  
all all becomesbecomes possible!possible!

�� ThankThank youyou!!


