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Calendar 2006 

Pearls of wisdom
"It is the confession, not the priest, that gives us absolution"
Oscar Wilde
  

Supplements 

Economy & Business
'WINNING' with Jack & Suzy Welch
Metro Life - Mon
Science & Technology
Spectrum
DH Avenues
Cyber Space
Metro Life - Thurs
Sport scene
DH Education
 [image: image14.jpg]


 English For You 
 [image: image15.jpg]


 Studying in India 
 [image: image16.jpg]


 Studying Abroad

Metro Friday
Living
She
Personal Tech
Open Sesame
DH Realty
Metro Life - Sat
Sunday Herald
Fine Art / Culture
Articulations
Entertainment
Reviews 

Book Reviews
Movie Reviews
Art Reviews
Columns 

Kuldip Nayar
Khushwant Singh
N J Nanporia
Tavleen Singh
Swami
Sukhbodhananda
Bittu Sahgal
Suresh Menon
Shreekumar Varma
Movie Guide 

Ad Links 

Deccan 
International School 
Real Estate Properties in Bangalore 
Deccan Herald 
Now Available 
Globally 
in Print Format 


	 
	Deccan Herald » National » Detailed Story 

NGO charge against YMCA 
From Utpal Borpujari DH News Service New Delhi: 
An international NGO working towards eradicating leprosy has dragged a tourist hostel at the heart of the capital run by YMCA to the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) for denying a group of cured leprosy patients and using the banned term “lepers” while cancelling their booking. 

The group had been booked for stay in the capital during the recent 2nd National Conference on ‘Integration and Empowerment of Persons Affected by Leprosy’, which was inaugurated by Vice-President B S Shekhawat and attended by World Health Organisation’s goodwill ambassador for leprosy elimination, Yohei Sasakawa. 
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‘Idea India’, the country chapter of NGO Idea, in its complaint to the NHRC chairman termed the incident as “shocking” and sought a “suitable” deterrent order on such acts as also a penalty on YMCA. 

A decision by the apex human rights body of the country would serve as a guideline for every individual and organisation to treat cured leprosy patients like any other normal person, the complaint said. 

The complaint has been filed after the New Delhi YMCA offered an unconditional apology to Idea through the Leprosy Mission Trust India. 

The complaint, filed by Idea India President P K Gopal, stated that the YMCA decision had hurt the sentiments of a section of the society who had after a lot of efforts started believing in their existence. 

“It could not have come at a worst time when the entire world is uniting with the initiative of Mr Sasakawa to take up discrimination against leprosy-affected persons as a human rights issue before the United Nations Human Rights Commission. The government of India is also backing such a noble effort whereas there is this gross violation in its own capital,” Mr Gopal wrote. 

In the letter cancelling the booking for the group, the tourist hostel’s front office Assistant Manager Lawrence Cardoza had written that the booking was being nullified as “we were not told or aware that the group consists of Lepers”. 

“There are other guests who will be staying during that period and they may object to it as it has happened in the past when the same group stayed last year,” he had written. 

The YMCA decision has been decried by the American Leprosy Missions too. 
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