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OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS





Consultation on “Elimination of discrimination against persons affected by leprosy and their family members” 
Geneva, 15 January 2009, Palais des Nations (Room XXIV)
INFORMATION NOTE
​Background
In its resolution 8/13 entitled “Elimination of discrimination against persons affected by leprosy and their family members”, the United Nations Human Rights Council decided to “request the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to hold a meeting to exchange views among relevant actors, including Governments, observers of the United Nations, relevant United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and programmes, non-governmental organizations, scientists, medical experts as well as representatives of persons affected by leprosy and their family members, and to transmit a report to the Council and the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee” (paragraph 4). 
The open-ended consultation will take place on Thursday 15 January 2009 at the Palais des Nations, United Nations Office at Geneva (Room XXIV).
The report of the consultation will include a consolidation of submissions by States and other stakeholders about steps taken to eliminate leprosy-related discrimination. The report will also incorporate a summary of the discussions to take place during the consultation. The report will be submitted to the tenth session of the Human Rights Council in March 2009, as well as to the Advisory Committee in the context of the development of guidelines and further work as requested by the Human Rights Council in its resolution 8/13. 
Objectives
The consultation aims at providing a framework for discussion on most recent international human rights law standards in relation to non-discrimination, particularly in the area of health-related discrimination and stigma. The consultation will also address, in line with the Human Rights Council’s request, the impact of discrimination and stigma on the human rights of persons affected by leprosy and their family members.  
Format of the consultation
The consultation will be divided into two main sessions. The morning session will explore the standards applicable for elimination of discrimination, and examine health-related discrimination, including in the context of neglected diseases, poverty and AIDS. The afternoon session will focus on concrete examples and different forms of vulnerability suffered by persons affected by leprosy and their family members. Experiences from different parts of the world will be shared and discussed in this context.  

To facilitate discussions, invited panelists will make short presentations at the beginning of each session followed by an open discussion.  

Working language
The working language of the consultation is English. Interpretation will be available in French, Spanish, Japanese and Portuguese (the latter two languages made possible by the financial support of the Government of Japan).  

A summary report of the consultation will be prepared in English and included in the report submitted by OHCHR to the Human Rights Council at its tenth session in March 2009. 
Registration
Participants are invited to complete the registration form (available on the web site- see link below) and to send it to OHCHR (to the attention of Ms. Juana Sotomayor or Ms. Isabelle Sevin) E-mail: registry@ohchr.org; Fax: +41 22 917 90 08; Mail: UNOG-OHCHR, CH-1211 Geneva 10. 

Please note that you are required to register at least 48 hours prior to the session in order to ensure that a security badge to access the Palais des Nations will be made available to you. Badges will be available from 8.00 hrs to 17.00 hrs. on 15 October 2008 at the United Nations Security Identification Section located at main entrance to the Palais des Nations, Gate Pregny (opposite the building of the International Committee of the Red Cross), Avenue de la Paix, CH-1211 Geneva 10.
Further information

An updated agenda, as well as other information for this consultation shall be posted in OHCHR web site closer to the date of the event (www.ohchr.org). In order to access it, please go to the list of issues following the link below. Search for “Health”, and then access “health-related discrimination”. 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/ListOfIssues.aspx

Visas and travel arrangements

Kindly be informed that OHCHR is not responsible for the travel costs or any travel arrangements, hotel bookings or visa requirements.  In case you require a visa to travel to Switzerland, you are advised to start the visa application procedure as soon as possible, as it may require some time. You may contact OHCHR (by email: registry@ohchr.org) to request an invitation letter for registered participants. However, please note that the decision to issue a visa remains the sole prerogative of the Swiss authorities.
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